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Law Department 


• Dear Mr. Weisberg: 

This is in response to your recent letter to Columbia 
Broadcasting System, Inc., concerning your request for 
"equal time" to respond to a recent appearance by 
Mr. Percy Forman on the MERV GRIFFIN SHOW broadcast 
on the CBS Television Network. 

We have reviewed your correspondence with Royal E. 

Blakeman, Esq., attorney for Mr. Griffin, to determine 
specifically the basis upon which you claim the right 
to "equal time". As you know, "equal time" is a require- 
ment applicable only to certain broadcasts made by poli- 
tical candidates and is not therefore applicable here. 
Moreover, upon reviewing that correspondence, it does 
not appear that there was a discussion of a controver- 
sial issue of public importance so as to subject the 
broadcast to the requirements of the fairness doctrine. 

Although, under the fairness doctrine, a licensee is 
required to provide a reasonable opportunity for the 
presentation of opposing views on controversial issues, 
we do not believe that the reference on the MERV GRIFFIN 
SHOW to the Martin Luther King-James Earl Ray case raised 
any such obligations. While CBS assumes full responsibi- 
lity for the content of outside-produced broadcasts, of 
which the MERV GRIFFIN SHOW is one, in these circumstances 
we do not believe that your request for time is encompassed 
within the fairness doctrine, and accordingly, we respect- 
fully decline your request . 
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